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Letter from the Minister

Dear Friends,

A rich landowner named Carl often rode around
his vast estate so he could congratulate himself on
his great wealth. One day while riding around his
estate on his favourite horse, he saw Hans, an old
tenant farmer. Hans was sitting under a tree when
Carl rode by. Hans said, "I was just thanking God
for my food."

Carl protested, "If that is all | had to eat, | wouldn't
feel like giving thanks."

Hans replied, "God has given me everything |
need, and | am thankful for it."

The old farmer added, "It is strange you should
come by today because | had a dream last night.
In my dream a voice told me, "The richest man in
the valley will die tonight." | don't know what it
means, but | thought | ought to tell you."

Carl snorted, "Dreams are nonsense," and galloped
away, but he could not forget Hans words:. "The
richest man in the valley will die tonight." He was
obviously the richest man in the valley, so he
invited his doctor to his house that evening. Carl
told the doctor what Hans had said. After a
thorough examination, the doctor told the wealthy
landowner,

"Carl, you are as strong and healthy as a horse.
There is no way you are going to die tonight."

Nevertheless, for assurance, the doctor stayed with
Carl, and they played cards through the night. The
doctor left the next morning and Carl apologized
for becoming so upset over the old man's dream.
At about nine o'clock, a messenger arrived at Carl's
door.

"What isit?" Carl demanded. The messenger
explained, "It's about old Hans. He died last night
in his sleep.”

What is it that really makes you rich? Who's the
richest person in Upminster? As the famous
lottery adverts used to say — “it could be you!”
Yes, | mean that, you could be the richest person
in Upminster, you could certainly be among the
richest.

If you have discovered the wisdom to recognize
the many gifts that God has given you — then you
are truly rich, you are rich beyond your wildest
dreams...

Every Blessing,

Phil

Church Family News

We are sorry to hear that Stan Leeder has been in
hospital but are glad to know that he is home and
is making a good recovery. We hope to see Stan
in church soon and we remember him and Doreen
in our prayers.

Joyce Headley has recently been in the Middlesex
Hospital. She is back at home for a short while
before she has to go back to hospital for further
treatment. We pray for Joyce at this time.

John Hirst still has his leg in plaster after his recent
broken ankle but we hope that the cast will be able

to be removed soon. We continue to remember
John and Margaret in our prayers.

We are aso sorry to hear that Margaret Legrand
(Linda Stephenson’s mother in law) has breast
cancer. We pray for Margaret and her husband
Bert and the rest of the family at this difficult time.

Dorothy Drake has been unwell for some weeks
and we hope that she will be feeling better soon.
We continue to pray for Dorothy at this time

Lillian Muid recently had a cataract operation on
one eye and will be having the other eye operated
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on in the near future. We hope that she has a
Speedy recovery.

Jane Whittington’s father will be going in to
hospital for a heart by pass operation in mid
October. We pray for Jane's father and the family
at this time.

Congratulations go to al the Brownies and Guides
who were presented with a certificate for attending
10 or more parade services in the year. Well done
to you al!

Congratulations also go to Connor Gunyon as he
has been made a mediator at his school. We wish
Connor success in this role.

Linda Stephenson is aso to be congratulated as she
won afirst and third place in the floral art category
for her two entries at the Orsett Show this year.
Linda was also awarded the “Best of Show” Cup

and “Best Novice” Cup. Well done!

Congratulations go to Joyce Kimmens who became
agreat grandmother on Sunday the 18™ September.
We also send our congratulations to the proud
parents.

Finally we would like to congratulate Phil on
completing his sponsored cycle ride for Friends of
Essex churches - from whom we received a grant
for the repairs to our own church windows. On a
very rainy Saturday Phil got wet through but felt
well rewarded by the amount of money he raised
in sponsorship.

Every effort is made to include all recent news
from our congregation in this column. If you
should know of any news that should be included
(or if you would prefer that something is not
included) please let Phil or one of the Elders know.

Big Issue

The Immigration, Asylum and Nationality
Bill 2005

The right to asylum is a hallmark of our common
humanity. Our mutual responsibility cannot stop at
national borders.

1. Introduction

The Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill is
the fourth Bill dealing with Immigration and
Asylum policy since the 1997 Genera Election and
marks the Government’s growing preoccupation
with immigration and asylum issues. Many in the
Churches are concerned that the Bill, and the
policy changes behind it, will worsen the situation
for people seeking refugee status, and not improve
the accuracy of asylum decisions.

2. Context

The Bill seeks to implement the proposals
stemming from two recent Government reports —
the Home Office strategic plan and the Five Y ear
Strategy for asylum and immigration. These plans
will toughen up border controls, fast track asylum
applications, and control and detain asylum
seekers, but will not improve the quality of
decision-making around asylum claims. Many of

the proposals in the Government’s Five Year Plan
are draconian but do not necessarily require
primary legislation. The Bill is drafted in such a
way as to provide remedies that ameliorate some of
these proposals.

3. Concerns over the Bill

a. Removal of the Right to Remain from people
granted refugee status

At the moment people whose asylum claims are
accepted are granted Indefinite Leave to Remain.
Under Government proposals outside the Bill,
refugees would be granted less secure protection,
which could be revoked at any time, and would
only become permanent at the end of a five-year
period. While this meets the letter of the 1951
Refugee Convention it would make integration far
harder and create a distressing uncertainty among
many people who have already suffered alienation
in their country of origin. It would also provide a
disincentive to employers to provide jobs to
refugees who might have their status revoked at
any time.

The existing policy was introduced with the
intention of helping “refugees and others granted
leave to remain to integrate more easily and
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quickly into society, to the benefit of the whole
community into which they have been accepted”
(Firmer Faster Fairer, Government White Paper
on Immigration 1998). Clause 1 (5) of the Bill
provides aright of appeal if aright to remainis
revoked, which is welcome, but there are serious
concerns about plans to leave refugees in limbo for
five years.

b. Asylum Seekers still prevented from working

Asylum seekers have no right to work unless
discretion is exercised in their benefit where an
initial decision has still not been taken after 12
months. Clause 11 of the Bill creates a new
offence of employing an adult subject to
immigration control who does not have permission
to work. The new civil penalty of £2,000 for each
illegal worker may make employers much more
wary of employing workers born outside the UK
even where they do have permission to work, and
may result in some legitimate workers facing
discrimination.

c. Border controlsto be tightened

Clauses 23 to 36 tighten UK border control. While
the Government has a legitimate interest in
controlling borders, it is vital that any new
measures are proportionate and do not prevent
legitimate refugees from reaching this country.
People cannot claim asylum in Britain until they
reach these shores, and many face a difficult
journey even if they are travelling legally. Under
these proposals people may be prevented from
entering Britain and so be unable to make an
asylum claim to which they are legally entitled.

In the current political climate the Government is
unlikely to concede ground in relation to these
provisions, but it is vital that the right balance is
struck between protecting a state against illegal
entry and safeguarding the legitimate right to claim
protection as a refugee. In sharing information with
other countries, as the Bill proposes, it is vital that
nothing is done to dilute the redlity of this right.

d. Integration grantsto be replaced by loans

The integration of people with leave to remain in
the UK into British society is one of the most
important aspects of the Government’s strategy.
Under the present system people accepted as

refugees have been provided with backdated
payments that have accrued while their application
has been determined. Clause 38 introduces a
power to replace these grants with loans to anyone
who has been given leave to enter or remain in the
UK. Replacing grants with loans would provide
less generous provision and leave people who have
been unable to work and are already vulnerable in
debit.

4. Omissions from the Bill

In addition to what the Bill does there are several
significant omissions to legislate or to create
policies that would deliver a fairer asylum. Among
these failures are:

Lack of provisions to improve the quality of
initial decision-making. While nine out of ten
asylum applications are initially refused, 20% of
cases that go to appeal are then successful. Early
accurate decision-making would save money and
distress.

The absence of any commitment to give a
discretionary right to work whilst asylum decisions
are made. Asylum decisions can take months, even
years. Many asylum seekers are skilled and
qualified doctors or teachers. Allowing people to
work would reduce the cost to the state, enable
them to support themselves and integrate into
society.

5. Conclusion

Many of the most serious issues in the Govern-
ment’s Five Year Plan do not require primary
legidlation. It is not, for example, the loans
introduced by the Bill that create difficulties but
the withdrawal of back payments which are not
contained in the Bill. Likewise, while Clause 1
provides a right of appeal, the policy of weakening
protection against which the right of appeal is
provided, does not in itself appear in the Bill.
However the Bill will provide the focus for raising
concerns about the Government’s wider strategy on

asylum.

6. So what can | do?

This briefing might be most effectively used as the
basis for writing to your MP or arranging an
ecumenical or interfaith meeting with them. While
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all aspects of the Bill and wider asylum policy are

important the priorities for such meetings might be:

to allow asylum seekers who have been in
the country for over six months to work;

to restore the security of Indefinite Leave to
Remain to all who are granted refugee status,

You could also raise more genera concerns about
the treatment of asylum seekers, including the
importance of getting asylum decisions right first
time, and the need to tackle poverty and destitution
amongst asylum seekers and refused asylum
seekers who have not yet been removed from the
country. You could also highlight the tone of the
debate particularly in the media, for example the
equation of terrorists with asylum seekers. You
can find useful facts and figures in Tell it like it is:
the truth about asylum on the Refugee Council
website (see below).

To find the name of your MP visit
www.locata.co.uk/commons or ring 020-7219-
4272. You can write to your MP at the House of
Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA. To
arrange a meeting with your MP in your
constituency ring their office, details of which
should be in the local phone directory.

Further information

Refugee Council - Refugee Council, 240 - 250
Ferndale Road, London SW9 8BB
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk

UNHCR - www.unhcr.ch

(Written by Michael Bartlet, The Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers), and Rachel
Lampard, The Methodist Church, August 2005)

Church Flowers

| would like to thank everyone who has helped with the church flowers this year. We are still looking for
volunteers to help bunch up the flowers after church. This does not take long, and you do not have to do
it every Sunday. If you are interested in helping please talk to me at Church.

We also need help with bunching up the flowers for the last 3 Sundays in October, as | am going to be
away. If you can help, please let me know or put your name on the rota in the passage way.

Many Thanks

Linda Stephenson

Thank You

| would like to thank all my Church friends for their concern, prayers and cards etc. during my
unexpected stay in Oldchurch Hospital recently. Both Doreen and | are very appreciative of the support

we received from everyone.

Stan Leeder
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Children's Section

GLITH OWRDL
You are the of the _ _()_ _.

TCYI ILLH
A_(__ ona __ _ _ cannot be hidden.

AMLP_
Neither do people lighta _ _ _(_)

LOBW
and put it undera _ _ _ _. Instead they

SANTD
put itona_ _(_)_ _, and it gives light

 VEREYNOE
to(_) in the house.

_HSNIE
In the same way, let your light(_)

ENM
before _ _ _, that they may see your

DOOG EDEDS

Unscramble the letters in the circles and
see what he said this would do for God.

your Father in heaven.
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Saturday Coffee Mornings

8 Oct Coffee Makers 29 Oct Even Bods
15 Oct Elders 5 Nov Junior Church
22 Oct Traidcraft 12 Nov Gothard/Woodgate families

Sunday Coffee Rota

9 Oct Pat Gothard 30 Oct Marlu Withers
Greg Gothard Brian Withers
Edie Sharp Doreen Cripps

16 Oct Pam Thomson 13 Nov Dee Wood
Doris Rulton Edna Cornett
Ann Cassidy Kath Pullen

23 Oct Chris Willis 20 Nov Jane Whittington
Judith Harding Link / Fury Team
Nicola Harding

Flower Rota

1914-1919 Memorial Communion Table 1939-1945 Memorial
October
29 s Joyce Watt ~ meemeeeeeeeen
gn CHURCH ANNIVERSARY andHARVEST
16™ Joyce Kimmens Brenda Mole Joyce Kimmens
234 s Susan Neville ~ —eemeeeeeeee-
30" Linda Stephenson Pam Thomson Linda Stephenson
November
6" e Brenda Mole Jackie Woodgate
13" REMEM BRANTCE

Doreen Leeder
Friday Arts

The new Friday Arts season commences on October 7" when we will have an organ and piano recital by
Peter Godward. This will be followed on October 21% by 'Behind the Songs, a presentation by Heather
Stainer accompanied by Mavis Jones with Brenda Mole. We are now in November and on the 4" Gerry
Haines will present 'None so queer as Folk'.

| am sure all these programmes will be enjoyable and we look forward to seeing friends old and new at
11.30am on the appropriate Fridays.

Stan Leeder



The New Testament Bookshelf ~ Pull-out Page




Diary ~ October

Sat 1

Sun 2

Tues 4
Fri 7
Sat 8

Sun 9

Sat 15

Sun 16

Tues 18
Fri 21

Sat 22

Sun 23

Sat 29

Sun 30

9.30am
10.00am

10.30am
6.30pm
8.00pm

7.45pm
11.30am
9.30am
10.00am

10.30am

6.30pm
8.00pm

9.30am
10.00am

10.30am
6.30pm
8.00pm

7.45pm
11.30am

9.30am
10.00am

10.30am
6.30pm
8.00pm

9.30am
10.00am

10.30am
6.30pm
8.00pm

Morning Prayers — Chapel
Coffee Morning — Guides and Brownies

Morning Worship inc. Communion—Rev Phil Nevard
Club 21 (10’'sto 13's) — Manse as arranged
FURY (14'sto 25's) — Manse as arranged

Management Committee Meeting
Friday Arts - Organ and Piano Recital by Peter Godward

Morning Prayers — Chapel
Coffee Morning — Coffee Makers

Harvest Parade Service — Rev Phil Nevard

Followed by Harvest Lunch — See September Messenger for details
Club 21 (10’'sto 13's) - Manse as arranged

FURY (14'sto 25's) - Manse as arranged

Morning Prayers - Chapel
Coffee Morning — Elders

Morning Worship — Rev Phil Nevard
Club 21 (10’'sto 13's) - Manse as arranged
FURY (14'sto 25's) - Manse as arranged

Elders Meeting - Manse

Friday Arts - 'Behind the Songs with Heather Stainer, Mavis Jones
and Brenda Mole

Morning Prayers - Chapel
Coffee Morning — TRAIDCRAFT

Morning Worship — Dr Patrick Smith
Club 21 (10’sto 13's) — Manse as arranged
FURY (14'sto 25's) — Manse as arranged

Morning Prayers — Chapel
Coffee Morning — Even Bods

Morning Worship — Rev Phil Nevard
Club 21 (10’'sto 13's) — Manse as arranged
FURY (14'sto 25's) — Manse as arranged



Diary ~ November

Fri 4 11.30am
Sat 5 9.30am

10.00am
Sun 6 10.30am

Friday Arts - 'None so Queer as Folk' with Gerry Haines
Morning Prayers — Chapel

Coffee Morning — Junior Church

Morning Worship inc. Communion — Rev Phil Nevard
Followed by Church Meeting

6.30pm Club 21 (10’sto 13's) — Manse as arranged
8.00pm FURY (14'sto 25's) — Manse as arranged
Articles for the November Messenger g

Please let me have any items for the November Messenger by Friday 21% October 2005. The Messenger
will be available for distribution from Sunday 30" October 2005. Diary items should cover events up to
and including Saturday 10™ December 2005. Items should be typed or preferably sent by e-mail to:-

john@nevillenews.com.

Many thanks.

John Neville
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